
Community Connections  

– May 12 

 

Good morning! 

During these uncertain times, we want to stay connected to you and our community, supporting each 

other and sharing resources will help all of us and the families that we work with. Below you will find 

information and resources that are inspiring us – please feel free to pass this information on to 

anyone who might be interested.  

Also, please let us know if there is anything you have found that has inspired you and we will share 

in future newsletters.  

 

Spotlight Program: Maple Crest Early School 

Maple Crest has put into place a number of activities and videos to stay connected with their 

families:  

 They started with a pick up zone at the school for families to come and get art kits, activity 
packs and project ideas. They then display student’s art in every window of the school. 

 They made home deliveries with hand written letters so the children can see educators faces 
and share a simple wave and hello. 

 They created a Pinterest board (Maple Crest Early School 2013) Click Here for families to get 
ideas to do at home.  

https://www.pinterest.ca/Maplecrestearlyschool2013/


 They opened an Instagram account (maplecrestearlyschool) Click Here   to share updates on 
the school.  

 They started a YouTube channel so students could view circle times, sing songs, practice 
yoga, have dance offs and bake with them. Click Here for a freeze tag game idea from Mrs. 
McNevin; and Click Here for group time with Mrs. Nero  

 They started school challenges (daily and weekly), such as Maple Crest Got Talent - where 
families send in videos and the school gets to vote. 

 
Thanks for sharing these amazing ideas to keep your educators and families connected and 
supported.  

 

Spotlight Post: in upcoming issues we will be spotlighting a social media post of the week from 

programs and agencies that are reaching out to their families and clients in unique and helpful 

ways.  Please share your most liked post and why you think this was received so well and we 
can include in future emails.  

Stay up-to-date: 

What is the latest Covid-19 information from Canada, Ontario and Niagara. Be sure to get your 

information from dependable sites: (Facebook Friends are NOT reliable information sources) 

Niagara Region Public Health Daily Covid-19 Updates: Click Here 

Niagara Region Community Resources:  is working with the community to ensure residents 

are connected to resources, services, programs and support during the COVID-19 pandemic. Click 

Here 

Ontario Government Covid-19 Update Page:  Click Here  français: Cliquez ici  (this site 

has the information available in many other languages) 

Health Canada Covid-19 Update Page: Click Here  français:  Cliquez ici 

Supports for you, your clients and families:  

Bethesda: Click Here to find copies of Tip Sheets and on-line training opportunities 

Niagara Gatekeepers - Helping Seniors Stay Safe at Home  Click Here  to access the 

phone line referral service that anyone can call to help connect an at-risk senior who is 55 years of 

age or older with programs and services to help them stay safe and independent at home. 

Nutrition Connections: Click Here for a list of COVID-19 related resources around nutrition and 

healthy eating that could be helpful during these unusual times 

CMHA Niagara Facebook: Click Here to check their post on mental health week. Watch a 

virtual classroom of activities to support mental health and wellbeing.  

Check out these Locally Sourced resources and 

activities:  

Cora and the Corona: Click Here to read about a St Catherine’s girl who wrote a book about her 

experiences of quarantine and missing her friends. 

https://www.instagram.com/maplecrestearlyschool/
https://youtu.be/b8vX_zhehOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toVJcn0M5O0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.niagararegion.ca/health/covid-19/default.aspx
https://niagararegion.ca/health/covid-19/social-support.aspx
https://niagararegion.ca/health/covid-19/social-support.aspx
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/fr/index.fr.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html
https://www.canada.ca/fr/sante-publique/services/maladies/maladie-coronavirus-covid-19.html
https://bethesdachildrensservices.com/resources
https://niagararegion.ca/living/seniors/programs/gatekeepers.aspx
https://nutritionconnections.ca/covid-19-resources/
https://www.facebook.com/CMHANiagara/
https://www.stcatharinesstandard.ca/whatson-story/9968595-st-catharines-girl-s-first-book-helps-kids-across-canada-deal-with-coronavirus/


Collège Boréal: Cliquez ici Le Collège Boréal reconnait que poursuivre des études c'est une 

décision personnelle et chaque situation est unique. Pour ces raisons, Boréal vous offre nombreux 

programmes et modes de livraison qui répondent à vos besoins de formation. Temps plein, temps 

partiel, en ligne ou en personne. Boréal est ici pour vous 

CMHA Niagara Facebook: Click Here  for mental health resource guide as well as links for free 

yoga classes. 

Great Wolf Lodge: Click Here  for crafts ideas, yoga poses, how to make a teepee and many 

more ideas.  

Centre de santé : Cliquez ici Des ressources francophones pour vous et vos familles  

OpenInNiagara online business directory: This week, Niagara Economic Development 

(NED) officially launched its new OpenInNiagara online business directory. Click Here  for lists of 

businesses across Niagara who have adapted to new ways of doing business due to COVID-19.  

Things to do to keep you and your children busy while 

you at home:  

Toronto LEGO® Land: Building with LEGO® is more fun when you build as a family! Click Here for a few 

tips on how to get started building with your child.  

Project Learning Tree Canada: Click Here for activities and worksheets to connect kids to the 

outdoors and trees 

Muppets You Tube channel: Click Here  for fun and educational videos to watch together 

Tiny Buddha – Click Here for forums and blogs on “simple wisdom for complex lives”  

Take your children on a Virtual Trip to the Museum: 

 Casa Loma: Click Here  for the Imagine Dragons Virtual Tour 
 Textile Museum of Canada Click Here  for a tour and a mask making webinar 

 Museum of Contemporary Art Toronto Click Here for virtual tours and a Learn at 

Home section 

 Agriculture Museum  Click Here for information and activities for all ages on everything 

agriculture related from Bees to Energy to Biosecurity.  

 Aviation and Space Museum Click Here  for documentaries, activities and experiments 

with a space and aviation theme  

 Science and Technology Museum Click Here for resources and activities on 

astronomy, compasses, and many experiments to try with your children  

 Royal Ontario Museum: Click Here  activities, virtual gallery tours, collection 

highlights, and live event details to help keep you inspired and engaged. 

français: Cliquez ici  

 CN Tower at home: Click Here  for colouring sheets, activities and experiments focused 

on the CN tower 

http://www.collegeboreal.ca/
https://cmhaniagara.ca/mhw-activities/
https://www.greatwolf.com/blog/
http://www.cschn.ca/
https://covid-19.zoomprospector.com/niagararegion
https://toronto.legolanddiscoverycentre.ca/plan/play-and-learn/
https://pltcanada.org/en/environmental-education/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB0ABGbdSggBXLF0UdN4d5A
https://tinybuddha.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UZIs5lTVDQ&feature=youtu.be
https://textilemuseum.ca/
https://moca.ca/
https://ingeniumcanada.org/cafm/education/search?program_location=Online
https://ingeniumcanada.org/casm/education/search?program_location=Online
https://ingeniumcanada.org/cstm/education/search?program_location=Online
https://www.rom.on.ca/en
https://www.rom.on.ca/fr
https://www.cntower.ca/en-ca/what-s-up/now-at-the-cn-tower/at-home-activities.html


 Myseum of Toronto Click Here is a museum without walls that focus on programs and 

experiences showcase the history, spaces, culture(s), architecture, and the people, that 

represent Toronto’s unique place in the world 

 Canadian Museum for Human Rights: Click Here for guides for virtual tours of our 

exhibits and architecture. Download our mobile app to check out the entire Museum, gallery by 

gallery.  

 Museum of Canadian Music Click Here for a comprehensive catalogue of more than 

100 years of Canadian sound recordings, found on over 100,000 different web pages. 

 Virtual Museums Click Here for a free pass to 1600 museums and other cultural 

institutions around the world.  

 101 Virtual Field Trips To Take With Your Kids Click Here for virtual field trips to 

museums, zoos, aquariums, historical sites, national monuments and other places of 

importance around the world from the comfort of your home 

 

Click Here or on the picture for more information 

We would like to apologize if you received multiple copies of this email. We are trying to reach out to as many 
early years educators and staff as possible.  Please share with all of your staff, clients, families or anyone who 
is not on this email list. 
 
 
Take Care and Stay Healthy 

Karen & Sharon 
 
Children’s Services 
Niagara Region 
PO Box 344 
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way 

http://www.myseumoftoronto.com/
https://humanrights.ca/
http://citizenfreak.com/
http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/
https://socalfieldtrips.com/101-virtual-field-trips-for-students/
https://www.facebook.com/events/838432006639494/
https://www.facebook.com/events/838432006639494/


Thorold, ON 
L2V 3Z3 
Karen.schmidt@niagararegion.ca 
Sharon.milne@niagararegion.ca 
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